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Continuous Learning is a Condition 
for Successful Integration  
ABOUT ME 

My name is Mario, I am 39. I am Italian. I come from a small town in Sicily, which is 
located between Palermo and Visenta. After graduating from a high school in Italy, I 
entered a vocational school to learn to become a bartender and a cook. Having fin-
ished my studies, I left for Germany to work as a bartender in the hotel restaurant. I 
have always liked travelling and wanted to explore new countries, their nature, gain 
impressions and experience something new. Having worked 10 years in Germany, I 
got acquainted with a Lithuanian girl, started a family and here I am in 
Druskininkai working as a bartender in a restaurant.   

MY EXPERIENCE OF SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION INTO 
THE COMMUNITY  

MY FIRST STEPS INTO THE LOCAL COMMUNITY  

On coming to Druskininkai I realized to have discovered the land of my dreams. I 
enjoyed the resort town very much and decided to settle down here. Indeed, it did 
not happen overnight: every time I came for a visit from Germany, I observed big 
changes in the country. It encouraged me to take a risk and settle down in Lithua-
nia. I am glad I did not make a mistake. Now that I have lived here for ten years, I 
can observe considerable changes in the people‘s attitude to foreigners, people be-
come more civic-conscious, economy grows, opportunities for new businesses arise. 
All these changes inspire me to contribute to creation of the common welfare of the 
society. Thus way before settling down in Lithuanian I started looking for a suitable 
job. At first I did not speak Lithuanian, so I started working in a hotel restaurant‘s 
kitchen, later I switched to the restaurant’s dining room.  

THE PROBLEMS I FACED, SUPPORT I HAVE GOT  

Although I have made my way here in Lithuania, at first, I had to overcome and 
adapt to many changes. For instance, in Germany I worked in city bars and restau-
rants, whereas here in Lithuania, I had to get used to the tempo of a small resort 
town. Learning the Lithuanian language was another challenge to me – not knowing 
the language I could not communicate with the colleagues and do my job properly. I 
did not attend any specialized language courses; my wife helped me a lot. Also, I 
picked up the language watching Lithuanian TV shows and communicating with the 
fellow workers.  

Mario         
from Italy,  

currently living 
in Lithuania 
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“There are plenty of opportunities around, the most important” 
thing is to take them ” 

BECOMING THE MEMBER OF  LOCAL COMMUNITY 

I am an active, easy going person. I believe it helped me integrate into 
the local community. My wife‘s family has contributed considerably to 
this inviting me to participate in the family, neighborhood and town 
festivals. and gatherings.  

 TIPS FOR MAKING YOUR NEW COMMUNITY FEEL LIKE HOME  

In my opinion, the main cause of my successful integration was my wish to improve and achieve my professional 
career. When I started to seek for opportunities to develop my competences, my colleagues advised me on where to look 
for information and whom to consult. I finished the catering courses on food and wine pairing, later food presentation 
courses. I strongly believe that all Lithuanians need is to smile more and be in a good mood. Whenever a person spots 
something beautiful, for instance, a smiley or a heart on his/her coffee cup, it brings a smile on his/her face, makes 
him/her feel welcome and boosts his/her wish to come to the restaurant again.  

I am committed to work. I never watch the clock while working because I enjoy what I do. Whenever a person comes to 
the restaurant, you have to treat him well, no matter whether your working hours are over or not. Every time the 
bartender serves the client, he should try to make him feel at home. I suppose this is the reason why my colleagues, 
clients as well as locals like me.   

Although I enjoy my job, I am considering starting my own business. They say, Italians cannot live without it.  I would 
love to launch a small family owned Italian restaurant. Such a restaurant would produce home-made food; serve wine 
and delicious Italian ice-cream. I hope to open it soon. I will work hard to make Lithuanians enjoy the taste and aroma 
of my home country’s wonderful dishes. I also expect to become a real member of the local community, enjoy spending 
time with my family and neighbours.  

 

One needs to have the skills and commitment to work well. Only then will the people understand that you do not 
expect social allowance and support, but on the contrary, seek to become a full member of the society.  

It is also important to communicate with people. Therefore it is essential to learn the language of the host country and 
get acquainted with the culture.  

My advice would be to contact the organizations in charge of migrant integration. The staff of the organizations offer 
advice and help solve problems that foreigners may encounter, organize language courses, consult on such topics as 
taxes, education, health care, social guarantees, help job seekers.  

Any country may be interesting to work and live in. There are plenty of opportunities around us and all we need to do 
is to take them. I would suggest being open to new experiences, challenges and opportunities.  

 

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents 
which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of 
the information contained therein.  

I experienced difficulties because of cultural differences: people in 
Lithuania are moody, reserved, do not smile and are cautious and 
reluctant to accept foreigners, thus at the beginning it was difficult to 
understand them and communicate. Little by little, I got used here. I 
started travelling, discovered the country and its people and everything 
started to change. I feel that people are open and warm to me; however, 
they still treat me like a stranger.  

 


